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Introduction
India has the second largest population in the world, with 1.21 billion 
people comprising 623.7 million males and 586.5 million females, 
according to the provisional 2011 Census report. In the last ten years,   
181 million people were added and, since 1947, the population of India 
has more than tripled. Interestingly, the addition of 181 million people to 
the population during 2001-11 is slightly lower than the total population 
of Brazil, the fifth most populous country in the world. Significantly, the 
growth is slower compared to the previous decade. India accounts for 17.5 
percent of the world population. 

However, during 2001-2011, the growth in population has registered 
the sharpest decline since Independence—a decrease of 3.9 percentage 
points from 21.54 to 17.64 percent.

Population, State-wise  
Among the States and Union Territories, Uttar Pradesh is the most populous 
state with 200 million people and Lakshadweep the least populated at 
64,429. The growth rates of the six most populous states have declined 
during 2001-11 compared to 1991-2001:

Uttar Pradesh (25.85 percent to 20.09 percent)•	
Maharashtra (22.73 percent to 15.99 percent)•	
Bihar (28.62 percent to 25.07 percent)•	
West Bengal (17.77 percent to 13.93 percent)•	
Andhra Pradesh (14.59 percent to 11.10 percent)•	
Madhya Pradesh (24.26 percent to 20.30 percent)•	

Population of Indian States Compared to a Few Countries in the 
World  (in million)
State Population  Country Population
Uttar Pradesh 200 Brazil 194
Maharashtra 112 Japan 128
Bihar 104 Mexico 107
West Bengal 91 Philippines 92
Andhra Pradesh 85 Germany 82
Madhya Pradesh 73 Turkey 75
Tamil Nadu 72 Iran 73
Rajasthan 69 Thailand 68
Karnataka 61 United Kingdom 62
Gujarat 60 Italy 60

Source: Census, GOI/World Bank

During 2001-11, as many as 25 States/UTs with a share of about 85 percent 
of the country’s population registered an annual growth rate of less than 
2 percent, while 15 States/UTs have grown by less than 1.5 percent per 
annum. The number of such States/UTs was only 4 during the previous 
decade, the report said. India has more than 50 percent of its population 
below the age of 25 and more than 65 percent below the age of 35. 

Density of Population
The highest density of population is in Delhi’s North-East district (37,346 
per sq km) while the lowest is in Dibang Valley in Arunachal Pradesh (just 
one per sq km). The Census indicated a continuing preference for male 
children over female children. The latest child sex ratio in is 914 females 
against 1,000 males, the lowest ratio since Independence.

Literacy Rate 
According to the data, literates constitute 74 percent of the total population 
of above the age of seven. The literacy rate has gone up from 64.83 percent 
in 2001 to 74.04 percent in 2011, showing an increase of 9.21 percent.  

Contributed by Pinky Jain

“India’s population is almost equal to the combined population of the United States, Indonesia, 
Brazil, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Japan put together.” 

Dr C Chandramouli , Census Commissioner of India

India’s Population in 2011
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Global Share of Top Ten Populous Countries (in%)
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